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Fairfield
honors
patron St.
Bellarmine
By Robert Joyce
Staff Writer
Students, faculty and many
members of Fairfield's Jesuit
community gathered outside the
DiMenna-Nyselius Library on
Tuesday, Jan. 28, to dedicate a new
bronze statue to St. Robert Bellarmine, the patron saint of Fairfield
University.
Following the statue dedication, the attending parties relocated to the Aloysius P. Kelley
Center Presentation Room to hear
the annual lecture dedicated to St.
Robert Bellarmine. The lecture,
titled "St. Robert Bellarmine: A
Man for Our Time," was delivered
by Fr. Michael Fahey, S.J., scholarin-residence, honorary member of
the religious studies department
at Fairfield and a former graduate
of Fairfield College Preparatory
School.
Fahey spoke about the life,
travels and works of St. Bellarmine throughout his time as a well
respected Jesuit theologian and
educator.
A nephew of Pope Marcellus
II born during the Renaissance,
St. Bellarmine quickly became a
prominent and influential member of the Society of Jesus. He also
acted as a judicator for the great
debate between a powerful and
orthodox Catholic Church and the
new scientific theories proposed
by scientific revolutionaries such
as Galileo.
President of Fairfield University, Rev. Jeffrey P. von Arx,
S.J., said that it is important for
the Fairfield community to conRead STATUE on Page 3

Tebben Gill Lopez / The Mirror

Outside the BCC, at the end of the MLK march yesterday, senior Jesus Nunez (left) performs a skit demonstrating inequality.

Fairfield begins week-long MLK celebration
By Kai tlin McEwan
Assistant News Editor
Fairfield kicked off its Martin Luther King Jr.
Celebration on Jan. 28, and it is set to run through
Jan. 31.
The theme of the celebration this year is "Witness to History: Everyday Revolutions 8c the Struggle for Justice."
Co-chair of the MLK Day Committee, Fred
Kuo, stated that the committee has been around for
nearly 30 years. It is made up of about 25 members, including co-chair Dr. Kris Sealey and a mix of
other faculty, staff and students.
Kuo explained that the committee's "driving
force" was Larry Mason, who is the former director
of multicultural relations at Fairfield.
Kuo has been involved with the committee for
four years and stated that although the committee
was established "well before his time," he believes

that an incident on campus may have spurred the
formation of the committee. Kuo did not have any
further information about what the particular incident may have been.
Although the events are not taking place during the same week as MLK Day, Kuo explained that
part of the reason why was "logistical" because in
recent years, students moved back onto campus on
MLK Day.
The MLK Committee found that trying to have
big events the same week as move-in was a bad idea
because of poor attendance. He stated that in order
to give students more time to move in and to boost
attendance, the event was pushed back.
The Martin Luther King Jr. celebration is "also
on the cusp of black history month," stated Kuo.
"Why not extend things beyond the day when students can appreciate what Dr. Kings legacy really
means?"

"Now more than ever, we are talking about the
civil rights movement, and anything that we can
do to keep Dr. King's legacy alive is important because it reminds not only students, but faculty and
staff that although the civil rights movement was 50
years ago, there are still things that we need to fight
for," said Kuo.
One of the highlights of Fairfield's Martin Luther King Jr. celebration is Convocation. According
to Kuo, it is the pinnacle of the week and open to the
general public.
It will take place this Thursday, Jan. 30, at 7
p.m. in the Regina A. Quick Center for the Arts. The
guest speaker of the event is Wil Haygood, author of
"The Butler" and a Washington Post journalist.
"As part of the 2014 MLK Convocation members of the faculty, staff and student body will be recognized for some of their work that is found to be
Read MLK on Page 2

Res. colleges return strong for Spring
By Robert Hagstrom
Assistant News Editor
Sophomores living in the three residential colleges
on campus attended a Welcome Back Night last Thursday
to reconnect with their peers and to learn more about the
programs and events available to them during the spring
semester.
The residential colleges, including the Creative Life
Residential College, the Ignatian Residential College and the
Service for Justice Residential College, offer unique educational opportunities outside the classroom for sophomores to
explore while completing their second year at Fairfield.
"The community we have and the long lasting relationships I've built make me never want to leave res colleges at
Fairfield," said Hannah Horvath '14, who is also a resident as-

NEWS:

sistant in the Ignatian Residential College.
Sophomores who participate in the residential colleges
go on a retreat each semester and meet with mentor groups
to discuss difficult spiritual discovery and social diversity, and
reflect on the impact of their college experiences thus far.
Dr. Joseph DeFeo, associate dean of students and director of student development mission and identity programs,
said that "the mentor group ties all the students together. As
the semester continues, the groups get more in-depth because
they know each other better."
Students are challenged to answer three overarching
questions proposed by the residential colleges that will help
them interact and engage with one another throughout the
Erin Wolfe / The Mirror

Read STUDENTS on Page 4
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Students and faculty march through campus in front of Donnarumma Hall in solidarity with Martin Luther King Jr.'s message as a kickoff to the week of celebrations.

Week of remembrance 'important' to MLK's message
CONT. FROM PAGE 1
consistent with Dr. King's," stated Kuo.
Other events taking place this
week include: Day of Service, Memorial March, Youth Leadership Conference and Poetry for Peace.
The Memorial March was the
first of the events featured during
the MLK celebration. Faculty, staff
and students alike participated. Astrid Quinones '14 was involved in
the event Tuesday morning. She explained that she was stationed at the
blue light, which is one of the fi rst
stops of the march. Quinones said she
believes "[the march] is a good thing
to have on" campus to recognize the injustices people overcame and to commemorate those who fought."

She also mentioned that the Memorial March recognized the change
that people want to see and showed
that people still have to work for
change.
Melissa Quan, a member of the
MLK Committee, said that the march
was "really inspiring to come together
and very organic because [the march]
reflects the passion and commitment
of faculty and students."
Senior Jameel James, an MLK
committee member, said he believes
that students on campus should attend the Martin Luther King Jr. events
"because its an opportunity to learn
about social justice and giving back to
others in a hands on approach rather
than reading about it in a book or sit-

ting in on a lecture."
Although the event is a week
late and a week long, James said "it is
important to have a week-long event
because there is so much that you can
do with MLKs message and trying to
apply so much of what he has taught
us into our everyday lives. He not only
spoke about racial issues, but he spoke
about inequality across the board and
giving back to those who are less fortunate."
Kuo concluded, "Anything that
we can do to remind the University
and community [of] that, then we are
doing our job."

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. OBSERVANCE:
WEDNESDAY, JAN* 29
Student-athlete leaders will host groups
rf Bridgeport students from after-school programs to engage
hem in sports and performing arts clinics.
DAY OF SERVICE:

THURSDAY, JAN. 30
CONVOCATION RICEPTIOK: Takes the place

at the Vision
Wards Dinner at 7 p.m. at the Retina A. Quick Center for

FRIDAY, JAN. 31
YOUTH LEADERSHIP ACADEMY: Fairfield students,

faculty and
staff will engage with Bridgeport middle school students
about the Sesacy of Martin Luther Kine Jr. as well as current

Is
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Professor Profile:
Fairfield professor urges his students to appreciate the arts
By Jasmine Raghunandan
Contributing Writer
Dr. Philip I. Eliasoph is much
more than an instructor of art
history's "Visual Culture" class; he
is a man who has chosen to live life
with an open heart and mind.
In his 38 years of teaching,
he has founded the art history
program in
1975, Fairfield's
Florence, Italy campus program
in 1986, the Thomas J. Walsh Art
Gallery in 1991 and the Open
VISIONS Forum town hall public
lecture series in 1996.
Eliasoph, who has conducted
live
interviews
with
worldrenowned historians and writers
and has traveled to many parts of
the world, is a successful writer
and is continuously recognized for
his activism in political and liberal
affairs.
The
professor
regularly
challenges his students to become
global citizens.
Eliasoph shocked his students
when he presented a pop quiz on
the first day of class. The shocker
wasn't the quiz, but rather the
fact that it revealed that the top 5
percent of the American population
hardly knew anything about what
was going on around them.
"What are we learning? When
the top 5 percent of our generation
cannot even tell me where
Afghanistan is or its capital when
we've been in a war for the last 11

years ... it's just callousness, it's a
lack of attention," Eliasoph said.
He stated, "You're going
out into a world with seven
billion people. You don't have the
same face, don't have the same
experience, I need to make my
students as uncomfortable as
possible to prepare them."
Since his childhood, Eliasoph
has maintained a traditional
relationship with The New York
Times. For him, that was his source
of information. "Everyone read the
paper," he said.
But aside from reading,
Eliasoph has also contributed letters
to the editor and incorporated the
paper throughout his classes as a
way of opening students up to the
world around them.
This sense of awareness is
further demonstrated through his
experiences as an activist since the
1960s. Eliasoph has participated
in movements regarding nuclear
disarmament, early anti-atomic
testing, civil rights and antiVietnam war demonstrations.
Despite his many interests
outside of art history, Eliasoph has
found himself cemented in the very
subject he was first introduced to as
a young child.
"My grandmother taught me
to paint since I was a little boy,"
Eliasoph said. "I couldn't decide
whether I wanted to be Vincent
Van Gogh or the quarterback of the
New York Giants."

Contributed photo, copyright Fairfield University
Dr. Eliasoph addresses the audience at the Regina A. Quick Center for an Open Visions Forum.

Because of the heavy influence
his "Baba" had on him, Eliasoph
found himself contributing to
the world of art history where
his appreciation of political and
historical affairs have intertwined
with his love of the arts.
"Art really matters" is the

theme of Eliasoph's class.
His
experiences
are
a
demonstration of this theme.
From his viewpoint, art doesn't
just matter in terms of paintings
or color, it matters in expression of
opinion in current affairs.
It's clear that Eliasoph hopes

to mold his students into wellrounded individuals capable of
giving their opinion on things like
healthcare, economics and other
important events.
"Art is something that will
always give you solace and succor,"
said Eliasoph.

SOE
moved to
Bannow
By Adavia Thornton
Contributing Writer

Tebben Gill Lopez / The Mirror
Faculty and members of the Jesuit Community gathered outside the DiMenna-Nyselius Library for the dedication of the St. Bellarmine statue.

Fr. Michael Fahey, S.J., delivers annual lecture
CONT. FROM PAGE
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tinuously honor St. Bellarmine because "he is the patron saint of our
university, and was from the very
beginning, and so I think some
recognition of that, both in a physical way because of the statue and
on an occasion like this, to explain
to people in the community who
he was and why he was important,
is important to me."
The statue was sculpted by
Will Pupa, the artist-in-residence
at Loyola Marymount University.
Pupa said he was selected by a
committee that worked with him

on the artistic direction of the
piece.
"I kind of see myself in the
old style of an artist: My talents,
my skills are brought to surface
of a community rather than me
just having my own vision and
expressing what I want ... I'm really there as an instrument for the
community," Pupa said.
The bronze statue stands over
seven feet tall and is set in a large
block of granite. It is located directly outside of the DiMenna-Nyselius Library, symbolically watching over the pathway thatstudents

traverse to the academic buildings. St. Bellarmine holds three
of his most influential written
works: "De Controversiis," which
means "Controversies"; "De bene
moniendo," which means "On Dying Well," and "De Potestate Papali," or "On Papal Power."
Fahey noted that St. Bellarmine "was not a wonder worker ...
not a visionary," and "never made
any prophetic predictions," however, "orthodoxy was his preoccupation," embodied by his dedication for theology, education and
the political issues of the time. He

was canonized a saint in 1930.
According to Fahey, the Catholic Church's reluctance toward
change during Bellarmine's life
was a consequence of the scripture
being interpreted as, "How to get
to heaven, not what the heavens
are."
Junior Louis Greco and Leland Bergan '16 said they were
interested to learn about St. Bellarmine, attending the lecture as
an optional assignment for their
religious studies course. According to Greco, the lecture was "very
informative."

From launching a new website,
to changing the location of a school
on campus, Fairfield is making moves
to benefit students and staff, but also
appeal to prospective students.
This will be the School of Engineering's first full semester in the Bannow Science Center since it moved
from McAuliffe Hall in the fall.
Computer and Electrical Engineering laboratories were set up, and a
new Mechanical Engineering lab was
just completed in December.
All engineering professor offices
are now located in Bannow on the
south side of the building.
The School of Engineering has
about 200 undergraduate students
and 180 graduate students between
the Software Engineering, Electrical
and Computer Engineering and Mechanical Engineering schools.
The new Administrative Dean of
the School of Engineering, Dr. Bruce
Berdanier, is confident about the decision in moving the program to its new
location. He believes that having the
School of Engineering in a more central location is vital to the program.
Berdanier says this transition
creates a sense of unity between all
the sciences and math departments.
Resources such as special laboratories
Read SCIENCE on Page 4
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Former FUSA president motivates
students to go for their goals

Compiled by Robert Joyce.
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Information contributed by the
Department of Public Safety.

CO Friday, 1/17
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7:41 p.m. - DPS discovered three male
youths smoking marijuana in a vehicle
in the Fairneld Prep parking lot. One
student was cited by Fairneld Police; all
were referred to Prep Dean of Students
and their parents were notified.
Sunday, 1/19
1:58 a.m. - DPS discovered marijuana
paraphernalia in a unit at the Townhouses 9 block after pursuing a female
non-student who was attempting to
elude ResLife staff. The unit's residents were referred to student conduct.
2:24 a.m. - DPS responded to a report
of a male with a knee injury in Regis
Hall. The individual was discovered
to be intoxicated, refused to cooperate
with DPS and was referred to student
conduct.
3:37 p.m. - A female student reported
"inappropriate behavior" by a male student in Campion Hall. The male student was referred to student conduct for
sexual assault.
Thursday, 1/23
10:34 p.m. - A resident of Regis Hall
reported their carpets were stolen from
the lobby area, as they were left there to
dry after being washed. Two residents
of Jogues Hall were later identified as
the thieves and referred to student conduct.
Saturday, 1/25
3:35 a.m. - DPS was called to 42 Bellarmine Road where residents were
banging on windows to try to gain entry to the building. The students were
discovered to be in possession of alcohol
and referred to student conduct.

For complete list, make sure to
check out fairfi.eldmirror.com
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By Kaitlin McEwan
Assistant News Editor
Breathing heavily, Joseph Alibrandi '14 stared off into the
audience, trying to scurry up an answer for the man screaming
in his ear. Thinking on his feet, Alibrandi answered a simple,
yet complicated question.
"What do you want?" screamed the man. "What do you
want out of the time in your life?"
Continuing to struggle to come up with the perfect
response, Alibrandi replied with a common answer. He said,
"I want to be happy."
Fairfield University's Student Association sponsored the
event, "What do YOU want?" featuring alumnus Michael
Miller '87. Miller graduated from Fairfield with an English
degree and now works as an inspirational and motivational
speaker.
Miller's speech was a part of FUSA's leadership
development and career planning program and took place on
Jan. 27 in the Lower Level Barone Campus Center.
Unhappy with the answer that Alibrandi provided, Miller
continued to drill him to think deeper. After a back-and-forth
battle about what it is that Alibrandi really wanted, he came
to the conclusion, "I want to figure out what it is that I want,
which could be awesome, and then go after it."
"I fear something for college kids," Miller said. "There are
more people in your ear telling you what to do, telling you how
to live, telling you what you want. The only person that can
define what they want is you."
Miller explained that if you let someone else define
who you are and what you want, then you will end up living
someone else's life.
Miller told students that if they have been lying to
themselves or if they haven't thought about it enough, now is
the time to think about what you want in your life.
Junior Dana Lopez was touched by Miller and Alibrandi's
performance.
"It created a spark in all of us to look deeper into why we
are at school and what we are really striving for," said Lopez.

Miller told the story of a young man he encountered at a
Fourth of July party in Chicago. Miller explained that the man
happened to work for a large multi-national company, spoke a
little French, worked in finance and dabbled with information
systems for the company.
The young man asked Miller what he did and Miller
responded that he is a speaker. Confused at first, the young
man questioned Miller. Miller drilled the young man with his
questions, "What do you want? Tell me right now!" to try and
show the man what it is that he does.
The young man was shocked and responded, "I want a
cool house on the left bank of Paris, I want a lucrative contract
with a multi-national company, one that gives you six- to
eight-weeks vacation a year and I want to use that extra money
and time to travel throughout Europe and Asia - that's what I
want."
Miller said, "What are you doing now to get that?" Upset
and unsure, the young man left the room.
Later that night, the young man came back to Michael and
explained how he lied and "[he] said what he said because that
is what [he] always said and it sounds good."
The young man told Miller, "What I really want is to find
a kick-ass wife who loves me for who I am. That's what I really
want."
Later that year, he started dating a girl, got married,
relocated to the left bank of Paris and even got what he
originally said he wanted.
"Holy smokes, this guy not only gets the wife but he gets
the freaking life too," Miller said.
Miller encouraged students to essentially be true to
themselves, to find something that they truly want in life and
to go after it.
Junior Nicole Miles said she took a lot away from Miller's
speech.
"Miller gave an energetic and thought-provoking
presentation Monday night," she stated, "challenging audience
members to recognize what they really want, and in doing
everything in [their] power to achieve it."

Students discuss perks of living in the
residential colleges
CONT. FROM PAGE I

year.
DeFeo explained that the first part of the
year is focused on the question, "Who am I?"
which allows students to learn more about
themselves as they enter the new residential
college community. The second semester focuses on the second question, "Whose am I?"
which explores the individual in the context of
the communities around them.
During the Welcome Back Night, students
drew pictures in their mentor groups that reflected their ideas of answering the question,
"Whose am I?"
Throughout the year, students have the
opportunity to participate in engaging conversations, meeting faculty and staff at informal
events and making an impact on the tradition
of residential colleges through the mentor environment, DeFeo said.

"The sense of community and the type of
people in the building are very nice," said Ignatian Residential College resident Caite Diver '16.
"It is a very welcoming environment."
The residential colleges focus on bringing students together in a tight community, one
that will help them grow and understand more
about the world around them.
"[Residential] colleges offer students a way
to connect with their entire building through
the retreats," said Ignatian Residential College
Alumni Mentor Chris Cahil! '14. "Through the
seven- to eight-person mentor groups, sophomores talk to their peers on a deeper level and
also learn a lot about themselves."
Junior Alan Pelaez, an RA in the Service
for Justice Residential College, said that sophomores "come into [Service for Justice] thinking
they are going to do charity, but then they end
up doing justice-based work that benefits the

community and them."
DeFeo said that residential colleges "bring
[students] into a larger sense of what the Fairfield community is about."
The main events that sophomores look
forward to in this semester include dinner series
with faculty members, weekly "happy hours,"
group community service, the Ignatian Seminar
which discusses the three overarching questions
and the Residential Ball, a dance solely for students in residential colleges to attend.
"I enioy the concept of a weekly community building because you get to meet new people
and you can associate the name with the face,"
said Benjamin Bravo '16. "They become not
just another person in the hallway, they become
your friend."
Freshmen who wish to live in one of the
residential colleges next year can apply on the
Fairfield website bv March 3.

Science community adds SOE
CONT. FROM PAGE
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for experiments and equipment are now easily accessible between departments.
"Undergraduate level engineering is
very hands-on in the laboratories depending
on what kind of engineering they are studying, they are learning to apply science and
mathematics," said Berdanier.
"Undergraduate engineering students
are also very hands-on with equipments, machines and computers and they really need
good laboratory space. McAuliffe Hall is a
beautiful building, it has very big offices and
classrooms but they were never really set up
to be laboratories," Berdanier said.
The Bannow Science Center has the appropriate laboratory facilities and the space
for students. One of the important factors in
transitioning from McAuliffe Hall was be-

cause the laboratory space for the students
could not be used effectively. During open
house events it was difficult to share the laboratories with prospective students and get
them excited about the space they would be
studying, learning and working in.
Senior Nicole D'Addio has helped with
School of Engineering open houses in the
past. She recalls that informational sessions
would have to be held in the Kelley Center
for larger groups due to the insufficient space
in McAuliffe.
"Now that it's in Bannow, we're sharing
a building with more appropriate classrooms
and offices," D'Addio said.
Berdanier has received positive feedback on the new facilities. He added that a
big part of the transition was working with
computer networks to create new software

for the school.
"It was like an invisible change, people
only saw the laboratories being built," said
Berdanier. The School of Engineering's network used to be separate, but the upgrade
has brought it together with the rest of the
school. This change has made a lot of the
software and programs used for courses more
cost effective for the students.
Berdanier hopes that the undergraduate population in the engineering school will
grow 5 to 10 percent in the upcoming Fall
semester. The graduate school has already
admitted 50 new students for this Spring.
D'Addio is already pleased with the
change. "I appreciate not having to walk to
McAuliffe anymore," she said.
The next big event for the school is their
open house on Feb. 6.

Opinion
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Gov. Chris Christie is skating on thin ice
By Meaghan Conlon
Contributing Writer
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie
is back in the news again — though
not for his rotund figure this time.
The past few months have been a bit
of a mess for the New Jersey governor; between the Fort Lee Bridge
Scandal, the questionable usage of
Sandy funds and the need to cleanse
his advisers, Christie has his hands
full. The nation, not just the state of
New Jersey, is paying close attention
to Christie's actions — evaluating
the man who wants to be president.
A few weeks ago the governor
spoke on his involvement in the
Fort Lee Bridge Scandal, stating he
had no idea his people had a hand
in its occurrence. While I believe his
statements, it greatly concerns me
that he has little clue what his most
trusted advisers are doing behind
his back. Granted, Christie has hundreds of people working for him and
he cannot control all of them, but he
should at least monitor those with a
lot of power in his organization.
But that's just lip work. Clearly
this scheme was not just thrown together on a whim — there must have
been signals that Christie should
have picked up on. If the mayor of
Fort Lee accused the governor of
foul play, there must have been a
reason behind it — Christie should
not have taken what his advisers told
him at face value. While trust is the
foundation behind Christie's organization, he should have investigated

Editorial
Board
State of Union
Address
Loan Le
Editor-in-Chief
Danica Ceballos
Executive Editor
Luigi DiMeglio
Managing Editor

further as the media and the public
clamored for an explanation.
If Christie cannot trust the people he picked to help him run New
Jersey, I am not convinced that if he
was elected president, he would be
able to control his cabinet any more
effectively. If the president's cabinet
is corrupt, chances are the disease
will spread to the rest of the presidency's organization as well.
Now, the FBI is investigating the use of the Hurricane Sandy
relief funds by Christie and his organization. The new year has only
just begun and already there are two
marks against the governor; it does
not bode well for the presidential
hopeful.
The last thing Christie needs
during this time when he's trying
to reassure the people his hands are
clean is another scandal to deal with.
With New Jersey still feeling the effects of Hurricane Sandy, it damages
the people's support of Christie that
accusations of misspent money are
coming to light.
Especially in these economically stressed times, every cent has to
be carefully spent — the state cannot afford for it to go missing or be
misused. I feel that if Christie wants
to salvage his run for the presidency
he has to address the people and lay
everything out to ensure minimal
damage to his career — and do it
sooner rather than later.
The more time Christie takes to
address these issues, the more support he loses.

There are a few different
ways to watch a Presidential State
of the Union address. A partisan
viewer can applaud and cheer
when his or her corresponding
side of the aisle makes an effort
to do so. The uninformed viewer
can listen to the attractive, galvanizing language so mastered
by the academic elite that lead
us, and be complacent. A Fairfield student can look for clues
about what our leaders have to
offer us as we prepare to become
the American workforce. On
Tuesday night, it seemed like the
president had pulled from his

Christie's opponents will use
every available opening to discredit
him during his presidential run and
you can bet that the Fort Lee Bridge
and the misuse of Sandy Funds will
be brought up time and time again.
These events are not just going to
blow over — the constant dredging up of these incidents will ensure

that the seed of doubt will always be
present in the minds of those who
support him. It is best to address
concerns now, address the people
and quell their fears. With the media focused on him, Christie should
accept responsibility, cooperate with
the FBI to clear his name, and do everything in his power to guarantee

that nothing like the Fort Lee Bridge
Scandal will happen again. No state
wants to be scared of blocked roadways and closed bridges if they refuse to support the president. The
ice is cracking and unless the governor wants to fall through, he better
fix this mess and distance himself
from those who were involved.

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor:
We the Food Service workers at Fairfield University wish to speak to the Fairfield Community. We take
pride in the work that we do and service that we provide to the students, faculty, administrative staff and support
services. We have spent careers serving this community and consider ourselves valuable members. We would
like to take this opportunity to raise an important issue regarding the bid process for food service companies. In
November, prospective food service companies will be touring and formulating their proposals to operate the
food service on campus. They will make their proposals in large part based on the "RFP" or Request For Proposals document issued by the administration. If the operators are not required to include the current employees
and their union contract then there is a risk that we may lose our jobs and standard of living.
Many of us have worked on this campus for 15 to 20 to 30 years. We have worked hard to make these jobs
meaningful. They are unionized food service jobs that provide for a modest but decent standard of living. If the
"RFP" does not require the new companies to include us and our union contract then decade's worth of fair
wages and benefits could be lost.
In addition, we are concerned that our current employer is being put at an unfair disadvantage. Because
Sodexo is our employer and they have entered into the contract, they are required to submit a bid including our
wages and benefits. If other prospective companies are not also required to bid including our union contract
they can undercut Sodexo merely by eliminating our quality wages and benefits. This is not a fair and level playing field.
It causes us great concern that our futures are in jeopardy. We call upon the University to ensure that the
companies are bidding with the same guidelines, We ask that the University include us and our union contract
in the "RFP'
Sincerely,
Local 217 Union Members, the Union leadership committee that represents the Food Service Workers at
Fairfield University, the Food Service Workers at Fairfield University

2009 playbook.
President Obama began his
speech with anecdotes about
working Americans. His point
was that "too many are working
just to stay afloat." The shrinking
and struggling middle class is
not an issue exclusive to Obama's
presidency, and we have yet to
see a reversal of that trend - despite reassurances of a thawing
economic climate. Obama sees
2014 as a "year of action," where
economic mobility improves.
The class of 2014 could be the
first graduating class to enter a
distinctively positive economic

outlook in years.
The year of action also
comes with a laundry list of
items the president has tried to
work with since his first year in
office. Obama cited immigration
reform, the closing of Guantanamo base and greater technology
research to be goals for 2014. We
will believe it when we see it.
Thankfully, proclamations
of waning wars were the most
convincing. College students
should be aware of those in
their age group that have already
toured the Middle East. We will
be working with those who re-

turn home, and Obama's call for
mental health care for wounded
warriors could be one of the
most important focuses for the
young workforce.
This is Obama's vision and
it is not very different from what
we have heard since high school.
But his willingness to bypass
Congress, if uncooperative (we
know how they are), in order to
meet his vision seems to finally
have more potential than before. Judging by his speech, the
president senses opportunity for
himself, and, in theory, for all of
us. We shall see.
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A sober perspective on the marijuana debate
By Jane Holland
Contributing Writer
Although it may be hard for
some to see, especially when having
used the substance, the pros of legalizing marijuana throughout the United
States ultimately outweigh the cons.
While I personally don't smoke
marijuana, I believe that the legalization of marijuana will produce much
needed revenue for states, provide a
safer, more controlled product and
perhaps take the forbidden element
away, which will make it less enticing
for young people.
I feel that from an economic
standpoint, the legalization of marijuana is a no-brainer. The United
States is currently saddled with staggering debt, and the legalization of
marijuana could help shed some of it.
The news that Colorado legalized marijuana in 2012 was nationwide news. The law stated that any
adult over 21 may possess up to one
ounce of marijuana and adults can
grow up to six plants for private use.
Shortly after, the state of Washington
passed a similar law.

When these two states passed
the laws to legalize marijuana, many
people made assumptions that the
people of Colorado and Washington
are states full of avid weed smokers.
One cannot generalize entirely. In
reality, we should look to these states
for research on how the recent legalization of marijuana is affecting them
and make changes to other states from
this.
For every purchase of marijuana,
a sales tax is charged. The Denver Post
gave statistics stating that a 15 percent
excise tax is charged on each sale of
marijuana with 10 percent sales tax.
These two taxes add up to 25 percent
tax in total for marijuana sales. This
brings in much-needed revenue to the
state.
Robert J. Corry of The Denver
Post stated, "Marijuana licensing fees
are higher than any other industry in
Colorado, up to $18,000 per marijuana store, more than enough to fund
regulation."
President Obama recently spoke
out on how he supports the legalization of marijuana. He said that smoking marijuana is "not something I en-
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•Pete Seeger dies at 94
•Several national shootings
occurred this week
•Men's basketball loses again
• Superbowl is this weekend
•Women's basketball wins against
Canisius

•Justin Bieber got arrested

Cartoon by Leigh Tauss

courage, and I've told my daughters I
think it's a bad idea, a waste of time,
not very healthy." However, Obama
said he does know that legalized or
not legalized, people are going to
smoke it.
If President Obama supports
this topic, more people should as well.
Safety is another point that people
would not believe would come out of
legalizing marijuana.
Drug dealers are importing marijuana or growing it secretly and there
have been multiple cases where users
have purchased marijuana, which was
laced with chemicals. Laced marijuana is dangerous and can mess with
one's mind permanently. If marijuana
were legalized, the law would be regulating the producers of the drug, thus
making it safer.
Opponents of legalization need
to realize marijuana has been smoked
consistently since the 1960s without
it being legalized and people are not
planning on stopping anytime soon.
The birth of a new industry
could give our economy a great high.

Stags' winter survival guide
By Adavia Thornton
Contributing Writer
It's about 9 a.m. you reach
over to pick up your phone because, let's be real, none of us use
the digital alarm clock anymore.
You allow your bright phone
screen to blind you for about
35 seconds while you select the
snooze option for 20 more minutes. Before you roll over to the
comfortable and warm pleasurable side of your twin XL bed
you check your weather application. It's about 15 degrees.
You mentally prepare yourself
for the deathly, bone-chilling,
lip-chafing cold air that you
will battle on your 10-minute
walk to class. Your final alarm
has rung and it's time to pre
pare your armor against the
enemy.
Let's take a trip to your
closet and maybe your roommate's closet if they have more
winter gear than you do, but
first take care of that dragon
breath and wash your face.
To begin you will need
to apply lotion to your (y^
skin; having dry skin
while walking in the cold
can only make the unfortunate
event worse. Now that you have
taken care of your vitals, look
through all your drawers and
guys, pull out those long Johns
to wear under your jeans or
sweatpants (trust me you will
appreciate it).
Wearing layers is the number one rule when trying to survive a Fairfield winter. Ladies,
wear your thin, black leggings
that were probably on sale at
H&M, underneath your pants
instead of wearing them alone.
Not only will you be protecting
the panty line that likes to make
brief cameos throughout the day,
but you will also be able to double
up on the leggings if need be since

they are so thin.
The next important part is
protecting your upper body. Of
course the walk to class is dreadful
but often times the classrooms are
cold as well, so be sure to layer up
underneath your North Face. Long
sleeve shirts and a Stag sweatshirt
should do the trick. No matter
what you decide, you can never go
wrong with a cardigan sweater or
your favorite sweatshirt. Ladies,

pull out your boyfriend's favorite
XL Giants sweatshirt - not only is
it comfy while walking around in
your room, but think of it as having him protect you from the tortuous temperatures outside. You
like that idea, right? Take a look
in the mirror, feeling pretty good?
Can you move your arms and legs
in case you have to brace yourself
against the slippery hills on campus? Good.
Let's not forget your feet,
if there is snow outside be
sure wear your thick socks and
choose shoes that have a good
grip, because if you're anything
like me, slipping and sliding
around campus and falling is
not how you want to spend
the day. Class starts in about
20 minutes. You probably wish
you didn't hit the snooze button
right?
As you pack your bag for
class don't forget your gloves,
scarf and hat. These will be
your best defense against the
wind charging at your face. I'm
sorry you might not be able to
text while wearing your gloves,
but you will be happy knowing your fingers still have life
and have not transformed into
icicles. As the time dwindles
down, you realize it's time to
face the weather. But you are
prepared, layers and all. Hurry
up! You only have 10 minutes
to get to Canisius, and your
weather application states the
temperature has dropped two
degrees since you first checked.
Good luck, my fellow student, and all hail the warmest
Stag.

The Mirror welcomes the opinions and contributions of its readers: Letters to
the editor must be timely and submitted by email to infb@fairfkkliTiiiroEcom or Box
AA All letters to the editor that are appropriate will be published either in print or
online. The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content, length
and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities and personal attacks
and should contain correct and factual information not exceeding 500 words.
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By Casey Heely
Contributing Writer

Tweets spread
like wildfire

Fashion: A fashionista dishes
on five fashion trends of the
new year
Read on page

At a smaller school, like
Fairfield, gossip tends to
spread quickly among
the student body. Now, with social media such as Twitter, that
spread is not only instantaneous,
but has the potential to exist forever. Gone are the days of gossip
"blowing over," as now it can resurface at anytime with the click
of a button.
Over the winter break, three
Fairfield students decided to create the Twitter account FUHookups. Fellow students would send
them two names of people they
knew had "hooked up," and
the creators would post the two
names for their followers and the
rest of the Twitterverse to see.
Dr. Michael Serazio is an
assistant professor in communication who studies how new
technology like Twitter changes
culture and society. In regards to
this particular account, Serazio
said it is most simply a modern
form of gossip.
"Gossip is not a new thing,"
he said. However, the difference
with gossip now is "the ability to
broadcast that gossip to a wider
audience," with the potential to
be permanent.
"What this Twitter account
is a part of," he said, is "a larger
pattern of young people's lives
being documented, semi-permanently, online."
One of the creators, who
wishes to remain anonymous,
said the idea just came to him
over break, and he thought that
"it would be funny and amusing
and people would enjoy it."
Sophomore Katie Mitateck
found out about the account
from a friend, and said: "It's
very popular. Everybody checks
it to see if people they know are
on there." She added that she
thought the account was amusing and believed that people
didn't "take it really seriously. It's
just something to laugh about."
She added, "I think it's funny
when you see people you know
on [the account] but if it was
you, you might feel differently."
In turn, if she saw her name in
a post, she said she would "probably be embarrassed."
Senior Ali Juliano felt similarly, saying that the account was
"pretty hilarious" and that it was
"definitely funny that someone
posts all the hookups that go on
at Fairfield." She added that the
account is "probably embarrassing for some people but if you're
going to [hook up], you can't be
embarrassed after the fact."

ic: A writer makes a case
concept albums
Read on page

Like gossip that spreads
through word of mouth, online
gossip can potentially lead to
more serious consequences.
On a smaller scale, gossipbased accounts have sparked
concern at high schools across
the country The New York Post
reported last week that a "Gossip
Girl"- like account at Forest Hills
High School in Queens had been
tweeting insults and revealing
personal information like which
students had been having sex.
Another account of this
kind was brought to the attention
of the media last week in Knoxville, Tenn. According to Laura
Halm, who wrote an article titled
"Parents worried about anonymous bully on Twitter targeting
Bearden High School students,"
said "malicious, hurtful tweets
are being tweeted by an account
called 'Knoxville Gossip Girl.'"
However, the creators of FU
Hookups said they intend to do
no harm. "If anyone gets offended and asks us to take a certain
post down, we always do," they
said.
Students' reactions to these
particular tweets may vary. Serazio said they could find it "embarrassing or amusing, terrible
or not that serious," but it all "depends on the individual."
"Being a smaller school, this
might be more powerful, because
more students know each other,"
said Serazio. This type of social
media, he said, also holds the
potential to be "problematic" at a
smaller school.
Sophomore Matthew Dunn
said that he did not have a Twitter account but heard about FU
Hookups through friends. As
a non-Twitter user, he said that
he "wouldn't mind" if someone
posted about him.
"It's funny," said Harrison
Pereyra '16, "but it seems like
most people send in fake ones
about their friends," to "try to be
funny and embarrass them." He
said that a lot of the tweets were
about the same people, and he
knew of one post that was untrue.
If he was posted about truthfully, however, Pereyra said how
he felt would depend on whom
he hooked up with. "I would still
feel a little embarrassed either
way," he said, as he felt that it
would be an invasion of privacy.
Although FU Hookups currently has only 289 followers and
117 tweets, gossip has allowed
its name to spread and only time
will tell if students' reactions will
change toward this new form of
gossip.

it and about: No need to go
F campus for a hangout spot
Read on page 9
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This week in the arts

Renowned film critic visits Fairfield
By Robert Joyce
Staff Writer

Tebben Gill Lopez/ The Mirror
Rev. Mark Scalese, S.J., and Dr. Elizabeth Haas participate in a Q-and-Awith film critic A. O. Scott.

Love hurts and gets "Gruesome
By Victoria Vesce
Contributing Writer
Last year, students in Fairfield's
theatre program started reading
through potential performances for
their independent theatre project.
After deciding on "Gruesome Playground Injuries," written by RajivJoseph, this group of students began
working on their performance on Jan.
4 — only a few weeks ago. Their performance, however, resembled one
that's been practiced for months.
"Gruesome Playground Injuries" was directed by senior Ashley
Ruggiero and was performed in the
PepsiCo Theatre on Jan. 24 and 25 at
8 p.m., and Jan. 25 and 26 at 2 p.m.
The theme of this play is thrown
right in your face — love hurts. The
two protagonists, Kayleen, played
by Grace Janiszewski '14, and Doug,
played by Owen Corey '14, were life
long injury-prone friends who grew
apart but never lost their true connection.

n

Chief Film Critic for The New
York Times A. O. Scott came to
speak Monday, Jan. 27, at the Regina A. Quick Center for the Arts
as part of Fairfield's Open VISIONS
Forum lecture series. Scott took the
stage and spoke to students, faculty
and members of the Fairfield Conn,
community about his life as a film
critic, and how the ever-changing
media industry has affected his job.
Scott covered a variety of topics
during the course of his lecture. He
light-heartedly addressed the general criticism he receives as part of his
job by explaining how as film critics,
"we're part of the audience." Scott
also criticized how the media puts
great emphasis on awards shows
such as The Oscars.
After his lecture, Scott was
joined onstage by Dr. Elizabeth
Haas, visiting assistant professor of
visual and performing arts, and Rev.
Mark Scalese, S.J., associate professor of visual and performing arts for
a Q-and-A session. They discussed
topics such as how the film industry

has faced many threats, such as the
television and introduction of home
videos, yet every time "cinema has
survived its own death."
According to Scott, his favorite
part of being a film critic "has to do
with being able to express myself,
and to share what I think and how
I feel about this exciting and always
pleasant art form with other people."
Dr. Michael Serazio, assistant
professor of communication and
deputy director of the Open VISIONS Forum, who introduced
Scott to the stage, stated: "With characteristic eloquence and a generous
dose of humility, A.O. Scott filed
a clever and charming meditation
from the OVF stage. His reflections
on the curious role of the critic over
time seem more important than
ever in an era when armchair amateurs chime in online. Add to that
some great Q & A from the faculty
panel and the audience and you had
a night of smart conversation about
what remains the world most exciting medium: motion pictures."
Read STUDENTS on Page 11

The play itself spanned approximately 30 years and jumped scenes
from the past to the future and finally
ending up in the present. The location of the play varied throughout the
eight scenes.
These two childhood friends
spent every interaction together comparing scars and injuries, touching
one another's wounds and "healing"
each other. The injuries were truly
gruesome — from riding a bike off
a roof to blowing an eye out with a
firework. However, through all of
the awful injuries, we never saw one
of them happen. Instead, we saw the
effects of it and how the two characters dealt with each others cuts and
bruises.
Usually when you go to a play,
you expect scene changes to be done
behind the curtain with each new
scene bringing a different wardrobe.
"The magic of theatre" often happens
out of our sight.

Read PLAY on Page 11

Contributed by Grace Janiszewski / Theatre Fairfield Business Intern
"Gruesome Playground Injuries" tells a different and messier kind of love story.

Transforming books into art
By Leigh Tauss
Opinion Editor
Doug Beube rebels against one
of the 20th century's strongest
taboos by sawing and slicing
books into pieces, an act of destruction
and transformation, turning literary relics into works of art.
Students and faculty gathered in the
multimedia room of the DiMenna-Nyselius at 5 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 27, to see
the world-famous sculptor speak about
his body of work, in a talk titled, "Biblioclast: Breaking the Codex."
"Everybody loves babies, puppies
and books," said Beube, a casual lecturer,
the audience responding with muffled
laughter.
"I view the codex with the span of its
body and its spine as a metaphor for the
human form with its story as a metaphor
for human expression," said Beube.
Beube's work revolves around adapting the nearly obsolete object, the book,
in the digital age. He cuts, twists and ultimately transforms books into stunning,

often architectural landscapes, using the
text as an abstract form.
When asked in an exclusive interview with The Mirror how his methodology for creating art could apply to
Fairfield students' education, he said: "It's
about exploration. For me it was the book.
For someone else it may be painting, film,
dance, poetry, but it's making a commitment to it and exploring it and really having fun with it."
His basic principle has been to push
this singular idea of repurposing the codex to its absolute limits, which is why he
has been working almost exclusively with
books for over 30 years.
"Well everyone might be able to
come up with one idea," said Beube, "but
how do you really push the ideas further?"
Many of Beube's sculptures subvert
the idea that art needs to be protected behind a fortress of red tape in museums. "I
want people to actually turn the pages of
the work." His work emphasizes the importance of interacting with art, touching
it and really feeling it.

When the floor opened up for questions, assistant professor of English Carol
Ann Davis asked Beube "if people are
ever frustrated when they try to read
something across and can't."
"Frustration is good," responded
Beube. "It means we have to stop, we
have to slow down and we have to reassess rather than go exactly to the end of
what our expectations are."
Approximately 60 students and faculty attended the event.
"It's so novel," Arturo Jaras Watts '14
said. "It's a real invitation to see things
differently and depart from the norm."
Senior Jeffrey Brown stated, "It was
definitely incredible that he had such a
visual imagination to be able to create
pieces with the physical book itself while
also incorporating the content of the
book into his art."
"[Beube] looks at objects or images and finds shapes that other people
wouldn't. He has a fascinating way of
spontaneously seeing ideas all over the
place," said John Driscoll '14.

Self-proclaimed bibliocast Doug Beube's 600-page book
contains three decades' worth of sculptural bookworks and
collages. Released in 2011.
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When it comes to style & fashion, Drudoll tells all.

5 Fashion Trends of the Year
1. Bling It On. A little extra
shine can't hurt ... unless it's
reflecting in the sun, of course.
Metallic fabrics are making
a big entrance in 2014. From
copper tones to rich gold
shimmer, you will be seeing a
lot more shine in stores.
2. Sheer. For the upcoming seasons, designers have
made their pieces clear —
really clear. This see-through
material will soon be more
popular than it is now, so be
sure to stock up on undergarments.
3. Tea, Anyone? Longer
skirts have made their way
back into style. For the spring
and summer seasons, expect
to see tea-length skirts, especially fuller ones with playful
patterns such as stripes and
floral prints.
4. Got the Blues? Designers are welcoming all shades
of blue. Whether it is denim
blue or sky blue, this color
trend is soon to be a big hit in
fashion.

Sources: Bloomingdales;
Nordstrom; Free People;

5. No Strings Attached.
Fringe may have died out for
a little while, but it is certainly
back. Do not be surprised to
see these strings making their
way back on clothing racks.

and Forever 21.

Out and About

New Year, New Hot Spot

Tebben Gill Lopez/The Mirror

South Side Cafe, which pops up on Saturdays, exudes a warm and inviting atmosphere with delicious food and free drinks.

By Erin Wolfe
Contributing Writer
Last Saturday was the spring opening of Fairfield @ Night's South Side
Cafe. This welcoming space, lit up by
Christmas lights and mood lighting, is conveniently located in 42 Bellarmine. Kamala
Kiem, assistant dean of students and director of student programs and leadership development, conceptualized this space, where
music plays softly in the background and

student art is proudly displayed around the
periphery. Along with a dedicated staff, this
common space in Bellarmine has gone from
a simple lounge to an ideal hangout spot for
college students.
Since last semester, South Side Cafe has
decided to revamp their menu to include
delicious late night food options for half the
cost of something you would typically order
in the Stag. The new menu includes everything from egg sandwiches to grilled cheeses
to French fries and chicken nuggets. As always coffee, tea, water and soda are free.

Colleen Wilson '11, the program coordinator for Fairfield @ Night, says that the
new menu was prompted by a student need
for "healthier food options," which is why
fruit cups and yogurt have been added to the
late night menu. She says her main goal with
the menu is to "cater to the students." Wilson
also says that a majority of the funding for
this program comes from Student Programs
and Leadership Development, as well as the
Dean of Students office.
South Side Cafe usually averages around
160 students per event, according to Wilson,

and in all the events they've had thus far that
has totaled over 830 students.
When breaking it down to attendance
per grade, Wilson found that 52 percent of
attendees were freshmen, 25 percent were
sophomores, 8 percent were juniors and 15
percent were seniors. In a post-event survey,
87 percent of those who attended said that
they would attend again.
To those of the student population who
haven't attended, why haven't they? Freshman Morgan Walton said, "I don't feel the
need to go primarily because it is at the other
end of campus and is pretty far away from
where my res. hall is. Also, while we get a lot
of emails about it, a lot of people really still
don't know about it or pay attention to it."
When speaking with lead program strategist Eric Lynch '14 and program strategist
Nicole Fede '16, two of the events organizers,
they say that in the future they hope that the
program will not be a "flop" and will continue to prosper as time goes on. They both
agree that this is a wonderful alternative for
something to do on a weekend, and hope that
people will learn to appreciate the unique
space and the environment it offers.
In the upcoming months, South Side
Cafe will be hosting a number of events that
students can take advantage of. These include Paint Nite on Saturday, Feb. 8, where
students can reserve their own easel and get
professional paint instruction from an expert.
Also, throughout the rest of the semester they will have an open mic night, three
live bands including DJ Horstman's Band and
Brent and Co. Band, and Your Mom Does
Improv.
So, if you're looking for another option
for something to do on a Saturday night,
come on down to South Side Cafe, every other Saturday from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
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WVOF

Storytelling through
music: the need for
concept albums

What to listen to next
By Jana Novak
WVOF Music Director

Los Campesinos!
"No Blues"
"No Blues" is the Welsh indie-pop groups fifth
full-length album to date, and is definitely their most
mature production. Frontman Gareth Campesinos!
(yes, his last name is actually Campesinos!) still sticks
to his signature lyrical style of sharp wit and dark humor. Musically intricate and fantastically energetic, the
end result is a harmonious mixture of morbidity and
cheerfulness.

By Sean Thomas
Contributing Writer

Childish Gambino
"Because the internet"
Donald Glover is talented at almost anything he
does, and this album just further supports that statement. Although his constant wordplay can sometimes
cross the line from clever to trite, the entire album is
an intensely emotional and self-aware concept piece
with fantastic production and great sound.

James Vincent McMorrow
"Post Tropical"
The second album from the Irish singersongwriter is less folk and more R&B-ish than
his first release, but it is just as good. Dreamy and
driven by drawn-out horns and piano with some
cymbals thrown in for good measure, the overall
softness is soothing. However, McMorrow's
swooning falsetto is what really carries the album.

Contributed Photos

Television

Raves for new HBO detective show
By Kevin Greener
Contributing Writer
Unlike most television shows
where writing duties are
shared between many writers, there
is only one man behind HBO's "True
Detective": Nic Pizzolatto. The Louisiana native wrote all eight episodes
in three months, by himself. Pizzolatto's vision for "True Detective" is
an anthology-style show with one
complete story per season. This format allows big Hollywood actors to
appear in quality television shows
without worrying about long multiyear contracts.
In this season, Matthew McConaughey and Woody Harrelson
play opposite one another as Rust
Cole and Marty Hart, two detectives in the Louisiana State Police
Department. Cole is an adept detective with a troubling past and unsettling idiosyncrasies. Hart likes to
act more as the "good cop," but has
his own problems. This is a much
darker version of the cliched mismatched partners.
The story follows the two detectives through the investigation
of a murder they solved in 1995. It
appears to be cult-like and ritualized, and HBO - true to its reputation - leaves no gruesome detail to
the imagination. Their investigation

is told through a series of interviews
they give in 2012. Cole and Hart
have since split; Cole has left the
police entirely and bartends to fund
his alcoholism. Both actors deliver
award-winning performances enhanced by the beautiful cinematography.
"True Detective" is shot entirely on 35mm film, which lends itself
to a more natural texture not often
seen in modern productions. Rural
Louisiana comes alive through the
camerawork of director Gary Joji
Fukunaga, who treats the location
itself as a main character.
The only complaint one could
have about the show is that it is
slow-paced. This is not necessarily
a bad thing, especially considering
the success of similarly slow-paced
- and, need I mention, award-winning - shows like "Mad Men" and
"House of Cards." "True Detective"
is slow-paced for a reason: There is
too much detail in every scene to
possibly move faster. Any faster, and
you might miss that subtle smirk on
McConaughey's face or the occult
symbol painted in the corner that
could lead to the killers capture. In
an era where the audiences attention spans can be measured in tens
of seconds, Pizzolatto challenges
compulsive channel-changers to
refrain from blinking lest they miss
anything.
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With only three of its eight episodes released, the jury is supposedly still out on "True Detective." But
considering the intensity of the dialogue, the stellar performances by
McConaughey and Harrelson, the
classic 35mm feel and the attention
to detail all wrapped up in a brilliantly written murder mystery, my
suspicion that Pizzolatto and HBO
have created a masterful television
show is all but confirmed.

Storytelling is an intrinsic
aspect of human nature;
whether it's from grandpa before bedtime, a flickering television
screen or your favorite novel, stories
are entertaining, enlightening and
thought-provoking. Yet, the album
is overlooked as a medium of storytelling. Mainstream pop music has
grown too fond of the notion that
albums should be a 30 to 60-minutelong collection of singles. Concept
albums are the opposite: Songs often
bleed into one another, presenting
the audience with characters, situations, revelations and resolutions.
Journeying through the entire
album, if you have the attention
span, is extremely rewarding to the
listener. An hour with music is arguably less arduous than burning
through a novel or binge-watching
an entire season of "Breaking Bad."
You probably recognize some of
the more notable concept albums;
Pink Floyd's "The Dark Side of the
Moon," The Who's "Tommy," Green
Day's "American Idiot" and Radiohead's "OK Computer" all contain
a unifying storyline or theme expressed through each song. Hopefully I can convince you to dabble
with the full-album experience. The
endeavor is not for everyone, yet
who said there was ever anything to
lose when exploring new music?
I want to take this opportunity to shine some light on two of
my favorite concept albums. First,
The Antlers' "Hospice": indie rock
that explores a relationship between
"The Narrator" and "Sylvia," his
girlfriend who is slowly dying from
bone cancer. Yes, the album is heartwrenching and depressing, but with
true emotional depth comes beauty.
It begins with a prologue, leading into "Kettering," the moment
when the narrator first witnesses
Sylvia on the hospital bed. A fierce
argument takes place during the
song "Sylvia" and hopeless fantasies
are expressed during "Two." By the
ninth track, "Wake," Sylvia has quietly passed away and the narrator's

future is discussed during the bleak
"Epilogue."
The music hardly strays from
the fuzzy, down-tempo rock that incorporates acoustic guitars, dreamy
synth melodies and simple, yet effective drums. Vocalist Pete Silberman's wavering voice perfectly suits
the frequent moments of soaring
melody and soft reflection. With
"Hospice," both the storyline and
the music complement each other,
forming a cohesive statement that
many consider to be a masterpiece.
Concept albums are not strictly
defined as having a storyline - songs
can be united by common themes or
musical motifs. Take for example another one of my favorites, The Dear
Hunter's "The Color Spectrum."
This 36-song collection was gradually released through nine EPs, each
meant to emulate the "sound" of the
color it is named after.
The lofty effort begins with
"Black," featuring songs that are
rough, bitter and almost evil in nature. "Red" turns darkness into rage,
accompanied by driving tempos and
whining guitars. Tire anger quickly
subsides and is contrasted by the
bright, sunny pop of "Yellow" and
the riff-oriented rock of "Orange."
A lush, folk landscape is explored in
"Green," while "Indigo" and "Violet"
draw from a techno/synth-oriented
sound. The collection ends peacefully with "White," based on grandpiano leads and lyrics that contemplate what the afterlife might hold.
Fans of any genre can find something to love within the sprawling
"Color Spectrum" - yet another
example of a unique concept album.
One of the takeaway messages
here is that music can be so much
more than a catchy, three-minute
hit. The radio caters to this format
and many artists have restricted
themselves to accommodate it.
Keep an open mind, don't be afraid
to journey out of your comfort zone
and let a concept album speak for itself. An hour of your time may just
stick with you for much longer.

The Vine
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iPick, YouListen
ByGregPettit
Contributing Writer

"Wondering"
by Does It Offend You, Yeah?
The artist's name is a good gauge for the kind of
experience you're getting into. The lyrics are abrasive and delivered quickly. Accompanying this assault on the ears is a mean bass line that permeates
the whole song. It can be overwhelming when first
listening to it with the only break being the haunting
hook, which repeats the title of the song in a distant
female voice. If you enjoy Flux Pavilion and Doctor
P, then this song is right up your alley.

"How You Like Me Now"
by The Heavy
This is one of those songs that you always hear, but never know
exactly what song you are hearing or who the artist is; now, you know
both. The Heavy is a band that has a definite sound. Ibis can be
mostly attributed to the singer Kelvin Swaby His voice has a scratchy
feel that is so close to James Brown's breakthrough sound that the two
voices are nearly indistinguishable. This song also employs a strong
brass section to back up Swaby's strong vocals and add to the old
school feel of the song. This song puts a new twist on a classic style.

u

Islands"
bylheXX

tt

This song has the detached air that almost
all The XX's songs have become famous for.
The limited range of singing and guitar are
laid back so that the song brings you into a
trance. The whole song has a melancholy feel
as it chronicles a relationship that slowly falls
apart through the overly attached nature of a
couple. Accompanied with the music video,
this song communicates its message clearly. I
recommend this band if you like Purity Ring
or Strange Talk.

Power of Love"
by I Fight Dragons
Forget the song, the reason this band caught my eye was due to the band's
name alone. This song was originally recorded by Huey Lewis and was made famous by its feature in the movie "Back to the Future." The band takes this song
and incorporates a mix of alternative rock with tiny doses of techno riffs throughout. Their sound is similar to a mix of Fall Out Boy and The Lumineers. The
song has a definite pop appeal to it and sticks to basic guitar riffs; that being said,
it is ooth catchy and. upbeat, making it very hard to get out of your head. IFight
Dragons takes this classic and updates it for the 21st century.

STUDENTS PERFORM A THOUGHTFUL PLAY ON LOVE
CONT. FROM PAGE 8
However, in "Gruesome Playground Injuries," Doug and Kayleen changed right in front
of us. There was a chest off in the corner of the
stage that held all of the makeup, bandages and
clothing that the actors needed.
Music played in the background while
the two helped each other dress. The settings
changed by scene, which the two actors were
also responsible for doing all while we sat and
watched. The most fascinating part of this was
how the actors were able to do this without
breaking character.
The play was well directed and cast. Corey and Janiszewski convincingly portrayed two
characters in love and delivered their lines with
poise and expertise that had me stepping back
at times and reminding myself that they were
only a few years older than myself.
Delivery was key at several points in the
play, for example how they would argue and interrupt each other. I got so caught up in their
bickering and cursing that I had to remind myself that they were acting and I wasn't watching
a couple go at it in Barone.
At moments, I felt nauseated at the thought
of some of the characters' injuries. The tiny hiccups of humor were delivered without flaw and
with impeccable timing. For example, in one
scene Doug and Kayleen were seeing each other

for the first time in years, and Kayleen asked
Doug about his life. He matter-of-factly explained that he was working in insurance. The
irony had the entire audience giggling. The actors delivered their lines perfectly and had the
audience in stitches — no pun intended.
Director Ruggiero had previously directed
one 10-minute play last year before directing
"Gruesome Playground Injuries." Ruggiero said
she was "bit by the theatre bug" in elementary
school when she watched a performance come
to life.
She described the feeling like electricity
and she was hooked. Janiszewski, however, said
she was "bit later" when she was a student in
high school and grew tired of sports.
Certainly, this play was not for the closedminded. It was a strange and extreme interpretation on a more concise message that, indeed,
love hurts.
Members: Ashley Ruggiero '14, director
and co-producer; Owen Corey '14, set designer
/Doug; Grace Janiszewski '14, lighting designer,
Kayleen; LeighAnn Albanese '14, prop master;
Franco Luzzi '15, technical director, sound designer; Nicholas Solimini '16, assistant stage
manager; Tori Schuchmann '16, co-producer;
Michelle Rakowsky '17, wardrobe mistress, assistant producer; Elizabeth Sheehan '17, costume
designer; and guest artist Ryan Champlin, stage
manager and master electrician.

VETERAN FILM CRITIC RECOUNTS CAREER
CONT. FROM PAGE 8
Sophomore Stan Grunder stated: "Having a reputable name like Tony Scott
come to Fairfield was awesome. As a film major I felt the love. It was also exciting to see three of my professors on stage. I felt very connected to the event and
my university."
Sophomore Theo Trepca was less satisfied with the lecture, stating that he
"thought that the A.O. Scott lecture was bromidic. Open VISIONS claimed he
was going to critique a scene of a film, but he skipped it. They claimed he was
gonna talk about The Oscars in depth, but he barely did."

<* *
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Editor's note:

COFFEE BREAK
Editor Molly Leidig » info "fairfieldmirror.com
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Courtney s Cocktail
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Blondes have more fun,
right? While this is sometimes true, it isn't always. I
can safely say that my roommates always have a good
time dancing the night away
at The Seagrape Cafe, sometimes a better time than me,
and guess what? None of
them are blonde.
Another common misbelief is the term "dumb blonde."
This saying has been around
for centuries and there's even
an entire category of jokes
titled after it, but whoever
coined the phrase had it all
wrong. Sure there are people
out there who may statistically not be as smart as others, but their hair color surely
has nothing to do with that.
We've all come across those
people and obviously they
aren't exclusively blonde.
Believe it or not, there
are plenty of smart blondes
in this world too. Take Diane
Sawyer for example. I doubt
she would be where she is
today if she weren't a smart
woman.
Personally, I've never been discriminated against because of my hair color,
but I can say I am often identified by it. It
is definitely easier to point out a blonde
rather than say, a brunette, because
blonde hair is brighter. In other words,
blonde hair stands out among many other
hair colors.
I will use my first day at my new internship as an example. When my supervisor asked me to walk down the hall and
make a delivery to an employee, he made
her identifying feature her hair color,
which was blonde. Sure, a brunette or a
redhead can be identified as so too, but
for some reason you hear "she's blonde"
used as a way to describe someone a heck
of a lot more than you hear "she's bru-

Contributing Writer

Molly's Beer

■yi

V\\
i \'

COURTNEY TODD

c~6

lb

nette."
So if by this point, you were not
naturally blessed with beautiful golden
locks, hopefully I have convinced you
to dye your hair blonde because all of
the connotations associated with blonde
hair are false. Still, if you're nervous to
make the change, I can tell you that going
blonde doesn't have to be scary. Changing
to a dark blonde or even adding just a few
highlights can put the pep in your step
that you're looking for.
Personally, I love my blonde hair. I've
tried all different shades of brunette and
was even born one (don't tell anyone), but
it just doesn't work for me. So, I decided
to take the plunge to go blonde, and I
never looked back. If you ask me, I'll always tell you, the blonder, the better.
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MOLLY LEIDIG Coffee Break Editor

I've never understood why there is an
association between hair color and brains.
I've experienced firsthand how society
treats blondes and brunettes differently. I
am a natural blonde, but my hair got darker
with age, as is the natural progression for
most blondes. As my hair grew darker, people began to not just refer to me as a dirty
blonde, but the other dreaded B-word: brunette.
In a panic to keep my natural golden
locks that I had become so accustomed, I
frantically began highlighting and dying my
hair. Before I knew it, I woke up one morning and suddenly had platinum blonde hair
and started resembling Marilyn Monroe.
My hair was dry and limp and looked ombre because my roots were so dark. What
had I done?

Ask Miss Molly
Dear Miss Molly,
I have a really good friend
who's going through a tough
time right now. I want to be there
for him, but at the same time
don't want to overstep boundaries. How do I show my support
without being annoying?
Sincerely,
Concerned Friend
Dear Concerned Friend,
I'm sorry to hear that your
friend is struggling. College can
prove to be a very stressful time in a
young persons life with the pressure
of difficult courses, searching for
jobs after graduation and evolving as
an adult all at the same time.
When dealing with someone
struggling mentally, it's vitally important to be as supportive as possible. People going through difficult

times rely on the love of friends and
family to help them get through. Do
not worry about being annoying, just
make sure you approach the situation
in the right manner. If your friend
shared their worries with you, they
want you to know, so don't feel awkward checking in with them once in
awhile to see how they're feeling.
While you should be supportive
and check in with them, don't make
their struggles the topic of every conversation. Act as normal as possible,
but don't forget what they're going
through. Try to do a nice random act
of kindness for them once a week.
Grab their favorite drink from Starbucks or send them a funny card or a
text message, anything to show them
that you're there. You don't even have
to mention anything about what
they've told you, but simply showing
them you're there will make them
feel comforted.
One thing you can do without

His Beer, Her Cocktail wants to give students
on campus a chance to voice their opinions on
specific issues. The topics must be relevant to a
majority of the student population and can be
serious or funny. If you would like to be featured
in the column, contact info@fairfieldmirror.com.

My hair was always the one
thing I loved about myself and
it made me unique. I have voluminous, curly, thick, sometimes
crazy hair that I was compromising to attain a blonde color.
It is tough to let go of a hair
color that you're used to. I was
used to being a blonde-haired
blue-eyed girl. It was a part of my
identity I didn't want to give up.
I finally realized that all parts of
ourselves evolve as we grow up,
and maybe my darkening hair
was something I should accept.
O.K., I know most of you
probably think this is a really
dramatic story to just be talking
about hair color, but transitioning from blonde to brunette does
take some adjusting.
A little less than a month
ago, I finally decided to go back
to my natural color, and even a
few shades darker, and I'm actually surprised at how much I love
it. My darker hair really warms
up my face and makes my blue
eyes pop, and I've received more
positive feedback than I ever expected.
I guess the point I am trying to make
in my dramatic tale of hair coloring is this:
Accept yourself for who you are. Our society tends to value certain qualities over others. For example, slim figures, blonde hair,
blue eyes, tan skin etc. But, that doesn't
mean you're not perfect just the way you are
if you're a curvy, brown eyed, fair-skinned
brunette. Don't fight nature; sometimes
your natural self can be more beautiful than
anything you can buy in a beauty salon.
For my blonde sisters out there, keep
doing your thing. Who knows, I may be
joining the blonde club again someday, but
for now I am content as a brunette.
Oh, and trust me, there is really no
such thing as "dumb blonde." I make the
same amount of clueless comments as a
brunette as I did as a blonde.

9

your friend ever knowing is pray.
I know not everyone is religious,
but prayer can prove to be one of
the most powerful things in tough
times. God is always there and understanding, no matter what the
situation.
Be very conscious of your
friend's behavior, and if you're
noticing anything concerning, do
not be afraid to speak up or get
them professional help. Any type
of mental struggle is not a joking
matter and should be taken very
seriously.
Sometimes a good friend is
all somebody needs to overcome
any type of internal conflict. Your
concern is a step in the right direction. I hope your friend is able to get
through this tough time.
Love always,

*>s#

Sudoku
Answers in next week's issue.

Miss Molly
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Weekly 4x5
Because they
like to talk...

■ "■

*" ■

Your 2013-2014 4x5 Columnists:
Jennifer Calhoun, Luigi DiMeglio, Thomas Shea and Connor Kelley

What was the best part of your
winter break?

Predictions for the spring sports

Watching Netflix and becoming

Lacrosse is going to kill it and sail-

The lights are going to stay on the

one with my couch.

ing is going to thrive as not being

whole time and Jay-Z is finally go-

part of stupid Sacred Heart's team.

ing to show up, a year late.

Jennifer Calhoun
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Bold prediction for the Super

Thoughts on Justin Bieber's arrest?

Bowl?

Who would you rather hang out
with, Richard Sherman or Peyton
Manning?

HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA
finally.

Peyton Manning, just to shake his
hand and say thank you for winning
me Fantay Football, because I'm not

Sports Editor

sure he'd be much fun after that.
Except maybe to laugh at his face.
See: Manningface.com

That information is classified.

I eagerly await some fair-weathered

There are going to be bold

lacrosse home games. The men's

ambitions for how much Coors

see turns 84. She's in prison for

rather be his friend than anything

Luigi DiMeglio

team in my time here has proven to

Banquet and Italian Kitchen garlic

breaking into a U.S. bomb-grade

else.

Managing Editor

be the most reliable and lucrative to

knots I think I can consume.

secretly bet money on.

This Friday a nun in Tennes-

Richard Sherman, because I'd

uranium storehouse and painting
peace slogans on its walls. Who are
you asking me about?

Thomas Shea
Multimedia
Manager

For the last time as a college

I've heard some big talk from the

student, I toured friends' colleges
and represented Fairfield as a

men's tennis team, so I'm on board
with them. I'm also taking both

drinking ambassador. I think I've

men's and women's lacrosse, and a

represented us well, except at Yale.

MAAC MVP award for baseball's

Blackout Yale students can still

Ryan Plourde '14, aka The Pride of
Waterbury & Holy Cross High.

outsmart an almost-sober Tom.

No 4x5.

Bruno Mars comes on stage

Think that Justin has found a big,

I want to say Peyton, just because

singing about how hell catch a

I want to sit around with him and

grenade, but Richard Sherman

hulking man to protect him in
exchange for certain types of favors

comes out of nowhere to deflect

yet?

we'd have to explain every insult

that grenade, and then calls Bruno
"mediocre." Broncos win 27-21.

make fun of Eli for hours. But then
to Eli because he's too stupid to get

You better Bielieb it.

them. So I guess I'll chill with the
Sherminator down in Compton.

Although I correctly picked vol-

Seahawks 21-20. Marshawn Lynch

First the Rob Ford debacle, now

I'm skeptical of anyone who as-

leyball to win the MAAC last fall,

MVP.

this? Step your game up, Canada.

sociates themself with Papa John.

Connor Kelley

my predictions seem to have been

So I think I'll take "THE BEST

The Hammer

a bit of a jinx lately. So I'll keep

CORNER IN THE LEAGUE."

them to myself.

What to watch for:
Thursday:
Women's basketball at Iona, 7 p.m.

Friday:
Men's Tennis at NJIT, 6 p.m.

Saturday:
Men's basketball vs. Canisius, 1 p.m.

Saturday:
Women's basketball at St. Peter's, 2 p.m.

Saturday:
Women's tennis vs. Fordham, 7 p.m.

Our full-tuition fellowships will enable
you to teach, impact the lives of
college students or make a difference
in your local and global communities.

MERRIMACK COLLEGE
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMS:
• Our year-long fellowships cover
all tuition costs.
• Coursework begins early summer
20U and ends June 2015.

Saturday:
Women's tennis vs. Fordham, 7 p.m.

• Our fellowships are open to all
academic majors and backgrounds;
bachelor's degree required.
• Benefit from unparalleled hands-on
field experience.

Saturday:
Swimming and diving vs. Iona, 1 p.m.

Sunday:
Seahawks vs. Broncos, all day event

• Earn your Master of Education
degree (M.Ed.) in one year.

Merrimack

COLLEGE
NORTH ANDOVER, MA

Teacher Education Fellowship: Teach
PreK-12 in public and private schools.
Higher Education Fellowship: Become
an educational and administrative
leader in colleges and universities.
Community Engagement Fellowship:
Prepare for careers in the public
sector or in nonprofit organizations,
such as youth, family, social service
and volunteer organizations.

www.merrimack.edu/fellowships
fellowships@merrimack.edu
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Men's basketball struggles through season

Contributed by the Sports Information Desk
Freshman Lincoln Davis takes a jumper for the Stags at Webster Bank Arena. The Stags have had a weak season thus far, but are looking to turn it around in the final third of the season.

By Thomas Shea
Multimedia Manager
Unless harsher words than
'disappointing' and 'frustrating' are
being used, no other term could be
used to describe the first 21 games
of the season for Fairfield men's
basketball.
They sit at 4-17 overall, with
just one win in their 10 conference
games thus far. Their three
nonconference wins all came against
teams currently sporting losing
records nearly two-thirds of the way
through the season.
After being picked to finish
in the middle of the pack in the
MAAC this season (sixth out of 10
teams), saying that the Stags have
stumbled out of the gate would be
an outrageous understatement.
The team sits in last or nextto-last in the MAAC in multiple
offensive
categories:
scoring,
field goal percentage, free throw
percentage, turnover margin and
assist/turnover ratio. Their scoring
isn't just below average for the
conference-it's among the worst in
the country, as their 61.2 points per
contest is tied with University of
Arkansas-Pine Bluff for 343rd out of
351 Division I teams in the country.
However, a low scoring offense
does not necessarily guarantee
losses. Fairfield and Head Coach
Sydney Johnson have employed a
type of Princeton-style offensive
system in the past, which focuses on
using a lot of time per possession to
set up plays, and have had success
using that system.
But clearly the system is
broken this season. Combine a slow
offense that isn't very effective due
to poor shooting (39 percent from
the floor—good for 340th in the
country) with a slightly turnoverprone team that doesn't rack up
many assists or steals, and there's
good cause as to why this team has
lost over 80 percent of its games this
season.

This is not an indictment of any
one player or person with the team—
it is a team-wide failure. Changing
one variable would not dramatically
improve or add to this team, as there
are a number of issues that need to
be addressed in order for this team
to get back on track.

It Could Be Worse
While their win-loss record
does a pretty good job of telling the
story of the season to this point, it
does not paint the complete picture.
A 4-17 record implies that a team is
not good enough to compete in its
own conference, and every night is
heading for a guaranteed loss, most
likely a blowout.
This is simply not true for this
team.
In nine of their 17 losses,
including six of their nine conference
losses, the margin of defeat has been
less than 10 points. And in five of
their last six losses, the Stags have
had a lead or were tied in the second
half of those games.
Defensively, Fairfield is one of
the better teams in the conference.
The Stags surrender just 68.6 points
per game, good for second in the
MAAC behind St. Peter's, and they
allow their opponents to shoot just
over 41 percent, also second in
the conference. They rank in the
top five in the MAAC in defensive
rebounding, blocks, rebounding
margin and three-point field goal
defense.
And there have been a few
bright spots on the offensive end
as well. Sophomore Marcus Gilbert
and senior Mo Barrow have proven
to be consistent scoring threats,
both averaging more than 12 points
per contest. Freshman K.J. Rose has
handled the point guard duties well
considering his lack of experience,
as he is in the top 10 in the MAAC
in assists.
It is not that the team has no
fight in it or has no will to win,
because they have proven they

do, especially in their more recent
games. They scratch and claw, and
play some of the best defense in the
league, and always find themselves
in a close game coming down the
stretch. But it's those few missed
baskets or ill-timed turnovers or
sloppy passes, or just bad bounces,
that separate the wins from the
losses, and the good teams from the
bad ones.
All season long, the Stags have
looked like they belong in that
second category. But by eliminating
just a few mistakes or bad shots, they
could have an opportunity to pull off
some upsets in the final third of the
season.

So You're Saying
There's a Chance
If there is anything at all that
can give Stags fans hope for this
season, maybe it's this: The last
time Fairfield finished the regular
season with a last-place finish in
conference play was 1997, finishing
conference play with a 2-12 record,
11-18 overall. That same team went
on a magical run to win the MAAC
Tournament championship in that
season, and played in the NCAA
Tournament as a 16-seed against
North Carolina.
Granted, that was a different
time and very different circumstances
(the Stags were picked to finish first
in the conference that season, but
a slew of injuries prevented them
from getting healthy until March),
but at least it has been done before.
Looking towards the end of the
season, three of Fairfield's final four
games of the regular season come
against teams with losing records so
far in MAAC play, giving the Stags
the opportunity to possibly pick up
some wins and some confidence
heading into Springfield.
But it is going to take more than
just confidence for the Stags to walk
away from Springfield with some
hardware.

Mid-season stat leaders
Leading Point Scorer:
Marcus Gilbert - 13.4 ppg
Leading Rebounder:
Amadou Sidibe - 6.0 rpg
Assists Leader
KJ Rose - 3.3 apg
Leading 3-point percentage:
Justin Jenkins - .444

Tom's grades
Offense: D
Defense: B+
Rebounding: B
Turnovers: C
Shooting: C3- Point Shooting: C

Overall: C/C
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Get to know four of our club sports
By Jennifer Calhoun
Sports Editor
While much of the attention
goes to Fairfield's Division I sports,
there are many other teams at
Fairfield that are competing at a
high level. The club sports teams
at Fairfield have been regularly
successful and impressive. Here's a
look at the past seasons from four of
our Fairfield club teams.

Sailing:
This is going to be a historic
season for Fairfield sailing. Since it's
beginning, Fairfield has been sailing
on a joint team with Sacred Heart,
under Sacred Heart's team name.
"What's exciting is that coming
this spring we will be officially
splitting from Sacred Heart and
will be racing under the Fairfield
University name," said Eric Sowell

'14 of the club sailing team.
This past season, the Stags
were competitive, racing at Yale and
Providence, and "on a 37-foot high
performance sailboat at Larchmont
Yacht Club in the Storm Trysail
Intercollegiate Offshore Regatta,"
said Sowell.
Sowell is optimistic about the
team's future, saying, "We are a
small up-and-coming team going
up against a lot of the top teams
in the country, but I think we held
our own. As a team we're definitely
moving in the right direction, and
having fun along the way."

Men's Ice Hockey:
Men's ice hockey finished their
last season with a winning record,
going 9-2-2 throughout the season.
According to Alexander Russoniello
'14, this was "the best start to a

season Fairfield hockey has ever
had."
Russoniello also said that in
a strong season, the highlight for
the team was a comeback shootout
win against SUNY Maritime in
November.
Ice hockey has been a
consistently strong club sport at
Fairfield, and much of it comes
from the strong play of new players
coming to the team. Russoniello
stated that it was much of the same,
saying that the stand out player for
the season was "Vin Rella '17 [who]
is leading the team in scoring [and]
playing fantastically, especially in his
first year on the team."
The Men's ice hockey team will
continue play into this season.

Baseball:

season, ending it with a 13-1 overall
record and a 12-0 regular season
record. Their outstanding regular
season play earned them a bye in
their postseason tournament. Their
good play continued throughout the
tournament, until they eventually
fell 4-2 to University of New
Hamsphire.
Statistically, several players
stood out this season: "Star
centerfielder Brian DelDebio '14,
shortstop James Ursini '16, catcher
Ryan 'Boomer' Saunders '16 and [I]
led the offense to mercying nearly
half the games played," said Joseph
Dunn '14.
Dunn also said that several
freshmen stepped up big during the
season: "Freshmen phenom pitchers
Nick Ferry and Tim Knightly did a
terrific job allowing only one earned
run all regular season."

Club baseball had a standout

Tennis:
The co-ed club tennis team is
preparing for their spring season and
coming off of a strong last season.
Captain Andrew Rosales '14 sees the
upcoming season as a chance for the
team to do things they haven't done
in previous seasons.
"We have the opportunity to go
and play at Harvard for sectionals
in March, which isn't something
we've really gotten to do before," said
Rosales.
Reflecting on the past season,
Rosales said that there were many
good performances and the team
itself grew with the leadership of key
players.
Against
their
cross-town
rivals, Sacred Heart, "We won three
times against Sacred Heart this
past season. We did lose to them
in a tournament against Tufts and
Bryant," said Rosales.

Don't judge Sherman by his outbursts
By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer
If you aren't familiar with
Seattle Seahawks cornerback Richard
Sherman by now, it's time to turn on
ESPN and learn about him. "I'm the
best corner in the game and when
you try me with a sorry receiver
like (Michael) Crabtree, that's the
result you're gonna get." Thus are
the words of Sherman just after he
made a spectacular, game-winning
play in the last seconds of the NFC
Championship Game against the
San Francisco 49ers. These words are
also the source of much controversy
across the NFL and its fans.
Shortly after Sherman's famous
interview with Erin Andrews, fans
and spectators alike took to social
media to express their feelings for the
Seattle cornerback. Countless tweets
describe the Stanford graduate as a
"thug," "fool" and "classless jerk" for
his post-game antics. But is Sherman
really the bad guy that many people
are making him out to be?
Now, I would like to delve into
the first part of the aforementioned
quote from Sherman to prove that he
is not a thug. "I'm the best corner in
the game." Say what you will about
this pompous claim, but it definitely
holds truth in my eyes. In his three
seasons as an NFL cornerback,
Sherman has recorded 168 tackles,
20 interceptions, four forced fumbles
and has been named First-team
All-Pro twice. With the loss in
prominence of players like Darrelle
Revis, Sherman has clearly risen to
the top of the cornerback spectrum
in the NFL. So, do not depict him
as a thug just because he seems
cocky, because his play on the field
definitely supports his claims.
It has come to my attention that
many people are calling Sherman
derogatory terms because of his
background. The Seahawks defensive
back grew up in Compton, Calif., a
city known for crime and violence.
He also attended high school at
Compton Dominguez. While people
may want to derail Sherman based

on this, it is important to understand
that he graduated as Salutatorian
while being both a football and track
star. So, make sure you get your
facts straight before falsely accusing
Sherman of being something like a
common crook.
On top of that, Sherman had
an even more impressive college
career as both a student and an
athlete at Stanford University, a very
prominent school that is hard to get
into for most people. What's most
important to note about his college
career is that he stayed all four years
to earn his degree. Most college
football players leave school as soon
after they become eligible for the
NFL draft.
Sherman, on the other hand,
stayed all four years so that he could
earn his communications degree and
graduate with a very impressive 3.9
grade point average while playing
both football and running track at
Stanford. I commend Sherman for
his college accomplishments because
if you told me that it's possible to
get a 3.9 GPA while playing two
collegiate sports, I'd probably laugh
in your face. But, Richard Sherman
did it. He even became involved with
the Phi Beta Sigma fraternity there.
On one more note, let's address
the elephant in the room which
has given Sherman this new found
image: race. Because he is an AfricanAmerican who acted out and openly
expressed his emotions, he is being
criticized. Since he spoke loudly and
made some controversial claims,
people are playing the race card.
Sherman has even acknowledged this
by saying that thug is becoming the
new "N-word."
But put yourself in Richard
Sherman's shoes. The game is on
the line and you've just caused
the other quarterback to throw an
interception in the endzone. Because
of that play, your Seahawks are Super
Bowl bound while the 49ers lose by
a touchdown. Also, the pass you've
deflected was intended for Michael
Crabtree, a receiver who you've had
Twitter fights with and are known

as his enemy. Immediately after that
play, you are called over to have
an interview with Erin Andrews.
How can you possibly hold in the
excitement and emotion in that
moment?
Honestly, if I were Sherman,
I would have reacted in a similar
fashion, as I think many people
would have. So, I think it's time to put

the Richard Sherman controversy to
rest because regardless of whether or
not you think he's a thug, Sherman
is an All-Pro Stanford graduate who
is headed to the Super Bowl while
people are just steadily bringing his
name up on social media.
It's okay though, because I think
Richard Sherman welcomes the
controversy surrounding his name.

For the entirety of his career thus far,
he has been a player who receives
criticism and lets his excellent
performance on the field show for
it. In other words, "his haters are
his motivators." Unfortunately, for
the Denver Broncos who he will be
facing in the Super Bowl, Sherman
just gained a lot of haters before the
most important game of his career.

Mark Samia/Creative Commons
Richard Sherman practices with the Seahawks anticipating his Super Bowl matchup with the Broncos.
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Senior Alexa Vazquez takes a shot for the Stags in an earlier game. In the game against Canisius, Vazquez had a game-high 19 points to help give the Stags the 63-57 victory.

By Patrick Kiernan
Contributing Writer
The Stags sealed a 63-57 victory
over the Canisius Golden Griffins
after Alexys Vazquez '14 sunk four
clutch free throws. The women's
basketball team is now 11-7 overall
and 6-3 in the MAAC after winning
their sixth consecutive meeting
against Canisius.
It was a tale of two halves for
the Stags who got off to a roaring
start in this contest. In the opening
minutes, Vazquez, Katie Cizynski
'14 and Kristin Schatzlein '16 were
firing on all cylinders as they hit
early jump shots and three-pointers
to give the team a 17-5 lead just 6
minutes into the game.
"If I hit outside shots, it opens
up our inside and vice versa," said
Vazquez. "A lot of teams like to
crowd inside so when we hit outside
shots, they can't do that anymore,"
said Cizynski about the team's longrange prominence.
The Stags maintained a
double-digit lead for much of the
first half and stuck to their jump
shots to maintain that lead. Coach
Frager kept his starters in for most
of that first half, making his first
substitutions 11 minutes into the
first period. Point guard Felicia
DaCruz '15 actually saw all 40
minutes of playing time.
After the Golden Griffins
began implementing the full-court
press in the closing minutes of the
first half, they slowly chipped into
the Fairfield lead. After making
some baskets and playing efficient
defense, Canisius climbed within
nine at halftime with a score of
36-27. Stag focal point Cizynski
committed two personal fouls and
had to sit the last few minutes,

which contributed to the close
score.
Canisius coach Terry Zeh sent
his team out early after the first half
closed to have them shoot and do
lay-up lines, hoping to generate
a spark. The Stags, not requiring
any such spark, relied on their
shooting to assist them early in the
half. Shots by Cizynski, Schatzlein,
and Brittany Obi-Tabot '14 helped
maintain a nine point lead six
minutes into the period.
At this point, the Golden
Griffins went on a run of their own.
Bench player Crystal Porter '16 hit
some important shots to trim the
lead to just 44-39 with 12 minutes
left in the game. Shortly after,
Cizynski recorded her fourth foul
of the game and sat on the bench
for a good amount of the half.
"When that happens, other
players really need to step up," said
Coach Joe Frager. "I think Katie's
one of the best players in the league.
We knew that from here on out that
she's gonna be a focal point."
With Cizynski out of the game,
the Golden Griffins capitalized on
every opportunity they were given.
Canisius stepped up its defense
and made it difficult for Fairfield
to get any shots off before the shot
clock expired. After another Porter
basket, the score stood at 52-50
with the Stags leading by just one
basket.
"They're a good team. They
started hitting their shots," said
Cizynski about the second half
slide. "We had a few defensive
errors."
Vazquez agreed: "We were
really hot when we came out of
the gate, but no team's really gonna
keep that shooting consistency the
whole game so we let them get on a

run," she said.
After a Fairfield timeout,
Cizynski re-entered the contest as
Canisius guard Kayla Hoohuli tied
the game up with a score of 52-52.
Consecutive buckets by Cizynski
and Obi-Tabot gave the Stags a four
point cushion once again.
The Golden Griffins then
scored two baskets of their own to
tie the game up again. But, with just
45 seconds left, Vazquez hit a huge
three-pointer to give the Stags a 5956 lead. After Canisius was unable
to score on the next possession,
DaCruz was fouled and sent to
the free throw line as Fairfield was
now in the bonus. DaCruz could

not capitalize however, missing the
free throw. Golden Griffin Crystal
Porter then made one of two shots
from the free throw line to set the
score at 59-57 Fairfield with just 13
seconds left of play.
On the inbounds play, Vazquez
was fouled and sent to the free throw
line. However, a technical foul was
also called on the Canisius bench
which resulted in another two free
throw attempts for Vazquez. She
made all four of them and let the
clock run out as the Stags won 6357 in a thriller of a ball game.
"I'm a shooter so missing a
free throw isn't really good," said
Vazquez.

"Those free throws were really
big. When we're in a situation like
this, we know that we want Alexys
on the line," said Cizynski.
With this victory, the team is
now 6-3 in the MAAC conference
and looks to build upon its success
in its future divisional matchups.
"It's a grind from here on out.
It's about win and advance," said
Coach Frager. "I told the kids how
proud I am of them because they're
a good team."
The Stags face Canisius again
in an away game on Feb. 28, a game
in which they will go for their
seventh straight victory over the
Golden Griffins.

Contributed by Fairfield Sports Information Desk
Sophomore Felicia DaCruz has been a consistent contributor for the Stags throughout the 2013-2014 season.

